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Abstract

Knowledge Perception and Impact of COVID - 19 on Ethnic Minority Groups in Mae Fah
Luang District Chiang Rai
Researcher  Orapun Juntachai

Supawit Amornyut

Janya Panyawong

Laddawan Chantaradarapan
Advisor Suraphan Sangsawang

Health Center for Ethnic groups, Marginal people and Migrant workers, Department of Health

The objective of this research is to assess knowledge perception and impact of COVID-19
on ethnic people in Mae Fah Luang District Chiang Rai. Data was collected from November -
December 2020 by using questionnaires for sample interviews (From non-specific sampling) of
440 people and randomly interviewed 44 people.

The study found that 26.59% of the sample did not know Thai language, 29.32% used
Thai language fluently (listening, speaking, reading and writing) 34.09% did not receive any
benefits. And only 15.45% received government remedies in the COVID-19 epidemic. The results
of COVID-19 knowledge and perception had an average score of 76.06% (S.D. = 1.9). The most
wrong answer is (1) COVID-19 patients do not need to have a fever, and can be transmitted
immediately even without symptoms. (2) If you are sick, you can get well without needing to
see a doctor. The impact assessment was asked to go back to the time of the epidemic and
divided into four areas: (1) impact on mental health, found that 63.18% had mild stress (2)
impact on access to information found that 56.59% were able to reach the information was very
good and 67.04% believed that news from television, radio, village headman and doctor's advice
more than neighbors (3) Impact on access to consumer products found that 80.90% said there
was adequate consumer goods (4) Impact on daily life 51.81% not sure at risk for COVID-19 and
41.13% said COVID-19 has rapidly affected our day to day life, especially for occupation and
travel to various locations.

In summary, most of samples have knowledge and perception about COVID-19. A major
impact from the COVID-19 outbreak is their daily life Including occupation, travel and
inaccessibility of government assistance. Policy for helping ethnic groups in the epidemic
situation should be different from the general public for example policy formulation to develop

a good and stable quality of life or support the self-reliance of ethnic groups.
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